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 What we do at Awliscombe 

What kind of Special 
Educational provision is made 
at Awliscombe School? 

Awliscombe is a mainstream village school which is proud of its caring and enriched 
provision for all children, including those with a Special Educational Need or Disability. 

We are a small school with around 100 pupils in 4 classes. Pupils at this school are aged 4 
to 11. We also have a governor – led preschool for children from the age of 3.   

Our school successfully includes pupils with a wide range of SEND. The four types of 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), decided by the Department for 
Education are:   

1. Communication and interaction  

2. Cognition and learning  

3. Social, mental and emotional health  

4. Sensory or physical. 

(For more detail see the SEND code of practice 2015: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25) 

How do you know if a pupil 
needs extra help because they 
have a SEND? 

Pupils are identified as having SEND, and their needs are assessed, through a variety of 
ways including the following: 

 Information passed on from parents/carers, nursery/ previous schools and / health 
professionals 

 Concerns are raised by the class teacher  

 Concerns are raised by parents/carers  



 Baseline testing, including language screening, year 1 phonics screen, KS1 SATS, 
and progress data 

 The child is performing below age expectations or making limited progress after an 
intervention has been in place  

 Observations and assessments 

 Liaison with external agencies e.g., Speech and Language Therapist, Educational 
Psychologist, SEMH Team, Occupational Therapy or Communication & Interaction 
Team. 

Who should I contact if I am 
worried or if I would like to talk 
to someone about SEND? 

If parents/ carers have any concerns they should talk to their child’s teacher in the first 
instance, and contact the Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCo), 
Ellen Kumar, for further information if needed. 
 
Ellen Kumar can be contacted through the school office 01404 841291 
 
The governor with responsibility for SEND is Pat Fowler. She can also be contacted 
through the school office. 
 

How will I know if my child is 
receiving extra support 
because they have a SEND? 

Your child’s teacher –or sometimes SENDCo - will let you know if your child is on ‘SEN 
Support’. You will discuss your child’s ‘My Plan’ which will detail how your child is being 
supported. A few children will have an EHCP and parents/ carers will have been involved in 
creating this plan that recommends more specialist support. 
 

How does the school approach 
teaching pupils with SEND? 

 

Every teacher is responsible for meeting the needs of pupils with SEND in their classroom 
through:  

 Quality first teaching, with appropriate adjustments made for all pupils  

 Extra adult support in classrooms where appropriate  



 Inclusive approaches are used across the school to enable all children to reach their 
full potential and to support participation in all curricular and extracurricular 
activities. 

 Personalised resources and approaches as required 

 Providing challenge and support at the levels appropriate for each child across a 
rich and wide-ranging curriculum 

 Regular discussion between the teacher and child about their learning. Child’s 
views are sought in an age-appropriate way and adapted to support possible 
communication needs. e.g. through drawings, using simple rating scales and talking 
mats 

 Support and discussion with the SENDCo and outside agencies 

In discussion with parents/ carers, children may work in smaller groups for time-limited 
interventions which might include: 

 Literacy/ Maths Intervention  

 Extra Phonics – both taught and online such as Nessy 

 Social, Communication and Interaction Interventions 

 Fun Fit and High Five groups  

 1:1 Speech, and Language groups  

 Wellbeing/ promoting positive mental health  

 Social stories/ comic strip conversations  

 Daily reading 



 Touch typing 

How is the curriculum and the 
learning environment adapted 
for pupils with SEND? 

We seek to make as many reasonable adaptations as we can to ensure that learning is 
maximised and needs are met. The curriculum/learning environment may be adapted by:  

 Groupings that target specific levels of progress 

 Differentiated resources and teaching styles  
 Appropriate choices of texts and topics to suit the learner  
 Access arrangements for tests and or examinations  
 Targeted use of additional adults as appropriate  
 A wide range of additional resources, for example: Wobble cushions, Talk Tins, 

Spell checkers, Overlays, Widget online 

 

How accessible is the school 
site?  
 

There are no areas of the school to which disabled pupils have limited or no access at the 
moment.  
The Accessibility Plan for the Fort Federation can be found 
http://www.fort.devon.sch.uk/index.php/ct-menu1-item31 

 

What happens if my child 
needs specialist equipment? 
 

Where assessment has shown the need for a particular piece of equipment the school 
does not already have available this can be secured for the individual child through direct 
negotiation with:  

 Other schools  
 Support services  
 Charities  
 Volunteers 

 

How will the school know how 
well my child is doing, and if 
the provision for SEND is 
effective? 

 Teachers are continuously check the progress and outcomes for all in their class as 
part of their universal provision and will adapt provision as required.  

 Progress of individual pupils with SEND and the impact of support given is 
evaluated at least termly through discussions with the pupil, parents / carers and 
adults working with the pupil.  

 Impact of interventions and SEND provision is evaluated by teachers and school 
leaders at least termly and adapted as required.  



 Progress of SEND is reported termly to the governors  

How will I know my child is 
making progress and how I 
can support them?  

We believe that your child’s education should be a partnership between parents and 
teachers, and therefore we aim to communicate with you regularly. In addition to parents 
evening appointments, there will be termly ‘My Plan meetings’ to discuss what their next 
steps (outcomes) to work towards should be and how this can be supported at home and 
school. We will also review your child’s progress towards their previous outcomes. 

The My Plan meetings take the graduated approach of Assess-Plan-Do-Review and place 
the child and parent/ carer’s views at the centre of planning the most appropriate support. 

How will you support my 
child’s overall well-being? 

All pupils are encouraged to think and reflect on how they are feeling and are encouraged 
to communicate those feelings. They are supported in this by: 

 High quality PSHE lessons   

 Well-being groups 

 Specialist support for individual pupils  

 Talking to parents and carers, and seeking external agency advice and support 
such as the school nurse when appropriate 

The views of pupils with SEND are important to us – as our all the children in the school – 
and we ensure they are included in pupil voice through 

 School Council 

 Play-leaders 

 Family group activities 

 Eco Council 



How does the school ensure 
that the views of pupils with 
SEND is heard? 

The views of pupils with SEND are important to us – as our all the children in the school – 
and we ensure they are included in pupil voice through 

 School Council 

 Play-leaders 

 Family group activities 

 Eco Council 

On an individual level, a pupil with SEND had an active role in planning and evaluating their 
targets in their My plan / EHCP annual review. Child’s views are sought in an age-
appropriate way and adapted to support possible communication needs. e.g. through 
drawings, using simple rating scales and talking mats 

How will you support my child 
when he/she joins your school 
or moves class or transfers to 
a new school?  

We have close links with colleagues at local pre-school and secondary schools in the area. 
A smooth transition between phases of education is ensured by:  

 Early communication with partners including attendance at TAF meetings  

 SENDCos of local Secondary schools invited to attend meetings involving young 
people expected to transition to their school  

 Where identified as appropriate, pupils may be accompanied by school staff to help 
adjust to a new school (‘Enhanced transition’)   

 Information, including high need profiles and any other written information that is 
helpful for their transition will be provided to the next teacher and to any new school 



How are the teachers in school 
helped to work with children 
with SEND and what training 
do the teachers have?  

 

 The SENDCo’s job is to support the class teacher in planning for children with SEND. 

 Staff are skilled in meeting the needs of a wide range of SEND and receive regular training 
to extend and update their knowledge. 

 Individual teachers and support staff attend training run by outside agencies that are 
relevant to the needs of specific children, e.g. from our Educational Psychologist or the 
Devon advisory teaching teams 

How can parents or carers of 
children with SEND give their 
views  

We are keen to hear the views of parents and carers of pupils with SEND in our school as they are 
central to the graduated response. We aim to communicate with you regularly, as well as in termly 
My-Plan meetings or EHCP annual reviews.  
 
If you have concerns about your child’s SEND provision, please first talk to the class teacher. The 
Fort federation has a complaints procedure which can be found here: 
http://www.fort.devon.sch.uk/images/ComplaintsProcedurePolicyAutumn2021.pdf 
 
 

Where can I get further 
information, advice and 
support? 

Parents and Carers can access further information, support and guidance from  

 Devon Information Advice and Support for SEND https://www.devonias.org.uk/ 
 See the Devon Local offer for SEND https:www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/send-

local-offer/ 
 Teachers and the SENDCo can direct parents to other organisations and services that can 

provide additional support for SEND if needed. 
 

 

 


