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The next few days …
Monday 3rd January
Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January
Thursday 6th January
Friday 7th January

Bank Holiday
First day of Spring Term
Sports Council
School and Eco Councils

Message from the Executive Headteacher
Dear Parents,
We have finished our last week with some special events. The Christmas lunch was a roaring success.
The children had a fantastic time and I think it was one of our best dinners ever (so the children said!).
Thank you to FOPS for helping serve the lunches, setting the tables and providing the crackers. It all goes
so smoothly because we have their help.
Our visit from Santa was really lovely. The children all had the opportunity to speak with him and enjoy
the snow and the Christmas songs. His visit was followed by our Carol service. Thank you to all those
who came and joined the singing at the end of the day. It was a real delight to listen to the children.
I want to thank FOPS led by Anita for their unwavering support this term. They have worked tirelessly to
provide the children with lots of extras, to really add to the children's experiences in school. Last Friday
the whole day was devoted to providing games and gifts for the children and was followed by a scaled
down fair. It was a really wonderful day and every child enjoyed themselves.
Just a quick comment on the potential of remote learning after Christmas. We really cannot say for
certain what might be the situation in January, but I have prepared all teachers to have work ready for a
move to remote learning. I am keeping everything crossed that we will all return as normal on Tuesday
4th January, however, should the guidance change, I will use Ping to keep you updated.
I wanted to include the guidance released on 14th December. Hopefully you might find it useful.
From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged
between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 are strongly
advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless
they have a positive test result. Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:
• fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine
• all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination status
• people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
• people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine
Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in
daily testing of close contacts.
Unfortunately, I don't have an update yet on our little person in hospital, but please keep them in your
prayers and join me in asking for a speedy recovery and some extra special strength for the parents at

this difficult time. Thank you for your response to the email I sent out yesterday. I have passed on the
information shared.
Finally, thank you for your support this term. My staff and I really feel your presence around us and we
are grateful for the way you have worked alongside to keep the children in school and to keep positive.
I would like to wish you all a peaceful Christmas. Keep safe, and here's hoping 2022 is a brighter one.
With regards,
Mrs Hammett
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School News

Merry Christmas from everyone in Oak Class x
Times Tables Rockstars
Well done to all the children in Years 2-6. We have seen fantastic progress in the use of TT Rockstars and
given out more than a hundred certificates this term alone! Wow!
Two children have now reached the fantastic rank of Rock Hero – meaning that they are completing
tables questions with an average that is under 1 second. This is phenomenally fast!
Huge congratulations to our Rock Heroes:
Maisie James
Anwen Doyle

Author of the Month
Hilary Robinson and Martin Impey
Welcome to a new feature from Oak Class – author recommendations. We have been thinking about
reading for pleasure and trying to develop our knowledge of authors and book reviews.
Oak Class have been reading lots of books by Hilary Robinson and Martin Impey this month, including
Where the Poppies Now Grow and The Christmas Truce. We want to recommend them to other children
in the school. We also loved the illustrations by Martin Impey.
“We have enjoyed the way that the poetry layers and grows.” Tristan
“It is definitely for all ages” Ella
“It has lovely facts and is often based on true stories”
Why not have a look in your library or use any Christmas book vouchers to explore the world of Hillary
Robinson or Martin Impey?
KS1 recommendation

KS2 recommendation

Thank you from FOPS
So, as we finish this Autumn term, we have managed to tackle many of the plans that we had for the
Christmas period. We were able to host our deconstructed fair, and the weather stayed dry! Hopefully
all of your children enjoyed the experience and came home happy. It was the first time that we have
done the fair in that way, but I know the teachers felt it was a very successful day, and from a
committee point of view it was lovely seeing the children all having fun with their friends and enjoying
the time they had together to play Christmas games. We don’t have a final total just yet but we are
heading towards £1,000 which is amazing. The last few weeks couldn’t have happened without a lot of
people helping us out. A big thank you…
For our fantastic Christmas Tree
The Hammond family of Luton Green Sawmill
The Harris family
Sheila from Luton
RIO in Ottery St Mary
For some really great raffle prizes
West Country Tech

The Studio Hair and Beauty, Payhembury
The Six Bells Inn, Payhembury
Otter Nurseries
The Hammond family of Luton Green Sawmill
For providing us with some beautiful singing during the afternoon Christmas Fair, and yummy treats
to buy
Tale Valley Choir
Payhembury School Choir
All the school children
Hollie Doidge
We would also like to thank
The committee and parent helpers who have worked either in the background or ‘on the front line’ to
make sure everything went smoothly.
The teachers and staff for supporting FOPS and the children before and during the fair.
Every parent, carer, grandparent who donated items, bought raffle tickets and attended the fair.
Thank you to you all (and anyone I have accidently forgotten!) for helping to make Christmas 2021 at
Payhembury special for the children.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and happy and healthy 2022.
Anita – FOPS

Merry Christmas to you all from Santa and the Payhembury Staff!

Dates for the Diary
AUTUMN TERM:
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January
Thursday 6th January
Tuesday 11th January
Wednesday 26th January

- First day of term for pupils
- Sports Council
- Eco and School Councils
- Vision Screening (Willow)
- Flu sniffs

Information Sent Home via Ping
Power cut on Wed 15th Dec
Breakfast Club DELAYED on Wed 15th Dec

Reminder - No clubs this week
Recent Case of Headlice
KS2 Christmas Party
KS2 carols on the playground at pick up tomorrow
Lunch menu change tomorrow....
URGENT - please help
Clubs - Spring Term 2022!

