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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents,
We've got chicks! At last, the chicks have arrived in Ash class. We are at the beginning of the hatching,
but we had three this morning. The class have had some chickens' eggs in an incubator for over two
weeks and have watched intently waiting for the arrival of the chicks. I know Miss Stoneman finds it
incredibly stressful as she has 31 eager children waiting patiently for the pipping to start but it is
definitely all worth it in the end. The delight it brings the children and the noise of the chirping
throughout the day is so lovely. It is a really worthwhile event.
On Wednesday our 'Chance to Shine' cricket day was a huge success. Three classes were able to work
with a cricket coach from the Devon Cricket Board. Mrs Moran has written a detailed account for you all
to read. Hopefully the children will get to play more cricket when the weather settles to sunny days.
Our fabulous FOPS committee have quickly picked up the reigns again and have organised a couple of
events in the next few weeks. First the 'Break the Rules' Day on the 1st April (details sent via SchoolPing
yesterday). What a great idea, I imagine the children will enjoy this day and I am looking forward to
seeing how they will all turn up to school that day. Thank you in advance for support the FOPS events.
Our committee works incredibly hard to firstly put on events that bring our school community together,
provide the children with something fun and also to raise funds to support the children in school. The
amount of time the events take to run and organise is no small amount and the committee is so focused
on doing their best. Over the year the school benefits incredibly from the funds raised. It is all put back
into making the children's experience at school even better.
There is a second event taking place over the Easter holidays, The Easter Trail. It starts on 2nd April
through to the 18th April. Hopefully it will provide loads of fun for the family. Read the FOPS section for
more information.
We have had an excellent response to SchoolPing, we hope you are seeing the benefits too. If anyone
needs their log in details sent out again please just ask the school office.
It a four-day week next week and the completion of our second term. I know the first two have been
like no other before, but I am really hoping with my fingers crossed that the next term will feel a little
more settled. Hopefully we will see some social restrictions relaxed and we are trying to forward plan to
be able to offer some kind of sports day. We are aware it will be very different from the norm, but it
would be good to try something to celebrate the children's sport with parents.
Have a good weekend,
With regards,
Mrs Penny Hammett
Executive headteacher

Star of the Week - Well Done To…..
Willow Class

Pre-School

Noah J

Year R

- Toby

Ash Class

Year 1 -

Bertie

Year 2

-

Felix

Beech Class

Year 3 -

Jude

Year 4

-

Sophia

Oak Class

Year 5 -

Ashton

Year 6

-

Evie

School News
News from Ash Class – our new arrivals!

School Dinners
IMPORTANT: Please be aware there is a change to the menu choices for Thursday 1st April.
Unfortunately, existing bookings on ParentPay will have been cancelled for that day.
You will need to make new selections on ParentPay as soon as possible as we will be placing
the order at 10.00am on Wednesday.
Apologies for any inconvenience.

Information Sent Home



FOPS fundraiser
Change to School Dinners

All Parents of Payhembury Primary School
All Parents of Payhembury Primary School

PE, School Sport and Physical Activity
The past couple of weeks have been busy with many PE, Sport and Physical Activity opportunities happening
throughout the age ranges.
There was so much positive engagement in a wide range of activities during the Jan/Feb remote learning period
that we have continued with some of these activities in school to allow the children to demonstrate and
celebrate with each other some of their new found skills as well as introducing some new opportunities.
Skipping, Tri-golf, Orienteering, Fitness, Tag Rugby, Cricket and Basketball have all been happening in the short
amount of time that we’ve all been back together.
It is a credit to the children how they have so quickly demonstrated all the positives that physical activity has
on their learning and lives.
It is truly wonderful to see them all participating with positive attitudes, consideration for others, perseverance
and determination to achieve personal challenges whilst having fun and making improvements

Devon School Games
We eagerly await the delivery of our Devon School Games certificates – I’m expecting quite
a lot!
So many fabulous golf courses were designed – lego models, 3D crazy golf courses, water
colour paintings, computer designs… to name just a few.
We’ve also completed the Basketball Challenge during March:
Figure of 8 and Round the Leg tricks, wall bounce and quick reaction catching as
well as fast dribbling skills have all been mastered!
The PaAw Cup Basketball Challenge results and certificates will be with
classes before the end of term.
The Skipping Challenge is being extended into the Summer – there was such a superb response to this
challenge that we invested in some ropes ourselves so that each class now has a set to allow the children to
practice in pairs.
The extra space on the playground at break times allows for extra practice which is already having a positive
impact on fitness and coordination

Cricket – A Chance to Shine

We felt a real sense of ’normality’ this week when we
were able to host a cricket engagement day. Damian
Price from Devon Cricket Board provided 3 superb
sessions throughout the day followed by a truly
inspiring assembly.
Every single child ‘shone’ during these sessions – you
could really tell how happy they were to have something special happening on
their own school site – we have really missed such visits. As well as developing
some superb bowling, batting and fielding skills the children learnt about the
spirit of the game and the exciting opportunities that are being hosted by local
clubs this summer.
This includes the ‘All Stars’ programme for 5-8yr olds and the new ‘Dynamos’
programme for 8-11yr olds.

A flyer for Kentisbeare is attached but, there are also opportunities happening at Ottery, Cullompton, Whimple,
Feniton and Honiton starting as soon as the government confirms return to play (sometime after April 12th)
Finally, the imoves home learning activities have been recharged ready for the Easter Holidays if
children wish to have something to follow, and challenge themselves with.

News from FOPS

The opportunities for fund raising this school year have been few & far between, yet the need for the
money is even greater at the moment. FOPS has had to be creative in how we can continue to fulfil
our dual aim of raising funds whilst having fun. Hopefully, the 2 events organised for the next
couple of weeks fits this bill and we really hope you can all support them as much as possible.
Break the Rules Day - 1st April.
The children will have brought a form home to complete by Monday 29th March, stating which rules
they want to break. We are sure they will not need much encouragement to break the rules - but the
more the merrier. See poster attached for more details.
Family Easter Trail
Running from Friday 2nd April - Sunday 18th April 2021
Pick up your trail sheet at Payhembury Provisions from Wednesday 31st March (please check the
shop Easter opening hours). Price: £2 per person (over the age of 3).
The pushchair friendly trail is about 3 miles long, taking you out of the village, combining country
lanes and the Colestocks foot path. Wellies advised if wet, a clipboard & pen would be handy!
All correct trail sheets will be entered into the draw for our fabulous Easter hamper prize.

Family Easter Trail

Running from Friday 2nd – Sunday 18th April
Trails available from
Payhembury Provisions
(£2 per person over the age of 3).

A 3 mile, pushchair
friendly trail
Wellies, clipboard & pens
recommended
Raising money for the
School’s Wild Area
Return completed sheets to the FOPS Box outside the shop for your chance to win

a

fabulous Easter Hamper
FOPS would be grateful if participants ensure they are familiar with up-to-date covid guidelines and
adhere to them accordingly.

News from St Mary’s Church Payhembury

In Search of Easter is a treasure hunt for children and families, using a series of poster style clue
sheets to encourage conversation and help piece together the Easter story and its significance.
Five clue sheets are displayed around
Payhembury between the post box and bus shelter at the bottom of Hillside.
Three of these clue sheets contain QR codes, which can
be scanned to access video clues. The other two clue sheets have
puzzle or picture clues, with a task to do as the participants explore
the local area. The starting poster though is located at around the church
Each of the clues contains a hidden letter,
and these five letters can be rearranged to
create the password for a final video that
links together the stories experienced in the
clues.
Families will not need to find or scan the
clues in any particular order for the treasure
hunt to work.
Start at the Main Poster
Designed to be used as both an introduction to the treasure hunt and also as a publicity flyer this poster
is the start of the treasure hunt and one can be found at the church. The QR code on the main poster
leads to an introductory video that explains what the treasure hunt is about.
To view the video without scanning the code, go to: https://youtu.be/yNK_TQXPEp4
The posters will be available from Saturday 27th March - through to Easter Sunday (4th April)
When you have completed the treasure hunt, please come to Cherrybrook (Becky’s house) to claim
your prize!!!

Have fun!!!!
If you have any questions, please do contact Becky at beckygammon@btinternet.com

Dates for the Diary
SPRING TERM:
Thursday 1st April 2021 - Last day of term for pupils
Thursday 1st April 2021 – Break the Rules Day FOPS Fundraiser
SUMMER TERM:
Monday 19th April 2021 - First day of term for pupils
Monday 3rd May 2021 - Bank Holiday
31st May to 4th June 2021 - Half term
Monday 7th June 2021 - Non pupil day
Friday 23rd July 2021 - Last day of term for pupils

